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ABSTRACT

The Nusantara Capital City (IKN) project is dominated by the narrative of a "Smart Forest City," which is closely
associated with progress and modern technology, but in reality, it often obscures and marginalizes the indigenous
communities of East Kalimantan. This research aims to 1) deconstruct the language structure that marginalizes
the indigenous people of the Balik Tribe, 2) reveal the meso-level discursive practices related to news production
as a strategy of resistance against the silencing of discourse surrounding the marginalization of indigenous
people, and 3) explain the macro-level socio-cultural practices by connecting the discourse in news texts to the
broader context of agrarian injustice in the IKN area. This research is qualitative, using Norman Fairclough's
Critical Discourse Analysis model. The research findings indicate: first, the textual dimension portrays the Balik
Tribe as victims of structural violence and the state as predatory actors. Second, the dimension of discursive
practice serves as a counter-hegemony to combat the silencing of local voices by negating government claims.
Third, the socio-cultural dimension criticizes the developmentalist ideology that eliminates indigenous rights.
This research found that AMAN media serves as a symbolic tool for maintaining justice amidst the dominance of
State narratives.
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Introduction

The relocation project of the National Capital City, or Nusantara Capital City (IKN), to East Kalimantan
is narrated by the state as a sign of civilization and economic progress in Indonesia toward a sustainable "Smart
Forest City" (Mutaqgin, Muslim, & Rahayu, 2021; Saraswati & Adi, 2022). IKN is planned to become the new
center of government and a catalyst for equitable development outside of Java in its planning blueprint
(Anantakupa & Zalsabilla, 2024). Nevertheless, this grand narrative seems to obscure the reality of indigenous
communities, whose position is often marginalized in national development discourse. Behind the grand
technocratic narrative, indigenous communities, particularly local communities around the IKN area like the Balik
Tribe, have a deep ontological and epistemological connection to their ancestral lands (Hidayat, 2022). This land
is considered a place of spiritual and ecological life as well as an economic asset (Maringka, Djaja, Sudirman,
2025).

Indigenous communities have a special feature in the form of local wisdom in managing natural
resources. This model of natural resource management has proven to be more sustainable than the exploitation
model of modern industrial societies (Jamika, Umar, and Gusman, 2023; Fera, Ratri, and Ishardanti, 2024).
Indigenous communities have an environmental ethic that considers humans equal to nature, unlike modern
societies that tend to view nature as an object of commodification (Keraf, 2010). Studies show that recognizing
customary rights actually helps conserve tropical forests and reduce climate change (Farina et al., 2024). However,
sweet promises or talk about the state's concern for indigenous communities often become public discussion
points.

The government's strategies for inclusion often contradict the reality on the ground. Indigenous
community participation in IKN planning is very low and only procedural, not substantial (Halmadiningrat &
Firdharizki, 2023). Large-scale infrastructure construction in indigenous territories without Free, Prior, and
Informed Consent (FPIC) has led to ongoing tenure conflicts (Salsabila, Maharani, & Alhafizah, 2024). As a
result, instead of experiencing well-being as a result of development, social exclusion and structural poverty are
felt. Indigenous communities face various forms of marginalization, including loss of access to food sources,
damage to cultural sites, and criminalization (Xie & Venketram, 2025).

Mass media plays a strategic role in shaping public perception within the dynamics of agrarian conflict.
The role of alternative media becomes very important amidst the hegemony of mainstream media narratives, or
mainstream media that tends to amplify government promises and cover up the impact of development.
Mainstream media often fails to convey the suffering of victims due to the economic and political interests of
capital owners (Haikal, Novitasari & Hertantyo, 2024). News portals managed by social movement organizations
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like the Indigenous Peoples' Alliance of the Archipelago (AMAN) serve as a counter-media against the
proliferation of discourses that obscure the position of marginalized groups. The media not only reports events
but also acts as journalists, promoting the recovery of the space perspective that has long been the domain of the
state.

This research uses Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis model to deconstruct the textual and
ideological strategies in the news article "IKN Development: A Real Threat to the Survival of the Balik Indigenous
Community" published by AMAN media on April 16, 2025. Fairclough's model is very relevant for explaining
the dialectical relationship between language and power in discourse. Fairclough offers a broad three-dimensional
framework, namely text (microlinguistic analysis), discursive practices or discourse (production, distribution, and
consumption of text), and socio-cultural practices (macro context of social situations) (Eriyanto, 2011; Zahroh &
Mulyana, 2023). This theory is considered the most suitable because it can explain AMAN's news text as a social
practice that attempts to challenge power structures in the marginalization of the Balik Tribe. Thus, Fairclough's
theory can help trace the use of language to reconstruct the identity of indigenous communities that have been
denied by the state.

Mainstream media frame analyses, which tend to be normative (Azani, Hadiprashada, & Perdana, 2023),
or legal studies on the protection of indigenous communities, which are juridical-formal in nature (Nugroho,
2022), remain the focus of studies related to the Nusantara Capital City (IKN) so far. Meanwhile, the application
of Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis to the IKN discourse, such as the research by Kamalia and
Hudiono (2025), is still limited to the discourse of the state's elite bureaucracy regarding the relocation of civil
servants. A review of previous studies shows that research on IKN still has gaps in the academic field of language,
which is related to the marginalization of indigenous communities. There has been no research that specifically
uses Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis to uncover counter-discourses from the perspective of
indigenous communities. This research fills that void by deconstructing the narrative construction of resistance
against the marginalization of the Balik Tribe, which has been overlooked by mainstream media.

Based on the background above, this research is of significant urgency as a form of intellectual
intervention to counter the state's silencing of indigenous communities, particularly the Balik Tribe. Strategic
steps are used to uncover the structural violence hidden behind the hegemony of national development. The voices
of indigenous communities whose living spaces are threatened with extinction due to power imbalances must
receive absolute scientific legitimacy. This is a moral and humanitarian responsibility to demand agrarian justice
for the victims, not merely an academic task. This concept ensures that indigenous communities should not be
sacrificed for the sake of the new capital city project.

Methodology

This research is qualitative in nature, employing a critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach based on
Norman Fairclough's model as the primary framework for analyzing the discourse within the text. Tradition in
AWK considers discourse as a social practice that has a dialectical relationship with the situational context
(Erawati, Surif, & Dalimunthe, 2022). AWK views language as part of power and not merely a neutral
communication tool. Language not only reflects the world but also builds, maintains, or challenges structures of
social domination. This principle serves as the foundation for analyzing the news text titled "IKN Development:
A Real Threat to the Survival of the Balik Indigenous Community" as the research data source.

The news text written by Simon Welan was published on April 16, 2025, through the official channel of
the Indigenous Peoples' Alliance of the Archipelago (AMAN). The selection of AMAN as the medium for this
research is based on its position as a social movement organization that supports indigenous communities and
consistently creates a discourse of resistance against the state narrative. Meanwhile, the news selection with that
title was made because it explicitly revealed the marginalization experienced by the Balik Tribe and contained
discourse on resistance to the IKN development, making it relevant to the focus of this research analysis. The text
is positioned as an object to explain the discourse of resistance in dismantling structural violence, which is often
hidden behind the mask of development. The focus of this research is to demonstrate the role of language as a
political instrument in the effort to reclaim the living space of indigenous communities that has been marginalized
by development ambitions.

The data collection process began by searching various news articles about the construction of IKN and
its impact on indigenous communities in AMAN media. After relevance and context-based selection, one news
article was chosen as a data source for thorough analysis. The news text was carefully read to gather linguistic
data identifying language patterns, actor representation, and discourse strategies. These elements are identified
through manual coding, which includes word choice, sentence structure, modality, representation of social actors,
evaluation and assessment, and intertextuality markers. All the data that has been grouped is then analyzed
according to Fairclough's three-dimensional needs, which include the text dimension, the discourse practice
dimension, and the socio-cultural practice dimension (Eriyanto, 2011).

Textual dimensions focus on linguistic aspects such as word choice, grammar, and sentence structure
that describe the marginalization of the Balik indigenous community. Fairclough emphasizes the importance of

27932 ijjariie.com 140



Vol-12 Issue-1 2026 1JARIIE-ISSN(O)-2395-4396

understanding transitivity and the representation of subjects (active agents) and passive objects. The aim of text
dimension analysis is to examine how the media uses terms (such as "removal" and "forced removal") to portray
the Balik Tribe as victims of structural injustice. Analysis of the discursive practice dimension was then used to
connect the text with the processes of production, distribution, and consumption (Munfarida, 2014). This
dimension focuses on AMAN's strategy in producing resistance discourse as an effort to counter the
marginalization of indigenous communities. This dimension attempts to deconstruct the process of text circulation
that works to reclaim the living space of the Balik tribe's indigenous community.

Textual dimensions focus on linguistic aspects such as word choice, grammar, and sentence structure
that describe the marginalization of the Balik indigenous community. Fairclough emphasizes the importance of
understanding transitivity and the representation of subjects (active agents) and passive objects. The aim of text
dimension analysis is to examine how the media uses terms (such as "removal" and "forced removal") to portray
the Balik Tribe as victims of structural injustice. Analysis of the discursive practice dimension was then used to
connect the text with the processes of production, distribution, and consumption (Munfarida, 2014). This
dimension focuses on AMAN's strategy in producing resistance discourse as an effort to counter the
marginalization of indigenous communities. This dimension attempts to deconstruct the process of text circulation
that works to reclaim the living space of the Balik tribe's indigenous community.

The final dimension is social practice, which places discourse within a broad situational, institutional,
and social context. Fairclough argues that discourse analysis should lead to an explanation of the connection
between discourse and ideology and power structures in society (Santoso, 2018). The social practices in this study
link news texts to agrarian conflict in East Kalimantan, the dominance of the oligarchy in the IKN project, and
the role of marginalized indigenous communities within the national legal system. A socio-cultural context
analysis was conducted to explain the efforts against hegemony regarding the development ideology being fought
for by AMAN. The main focus is to dismantle the power imbalances in society that contribute to and maintain the
marginalization written in news texts.

Results and Discussion
Results

A. Word Choice/Diction

Table 1. Word choice/diction that describes marginalization in the news text

Word . .
Choice/Diction Word Type Discourse Implication
Real Threat Evaluative ?(r)isggons IKN as a danger threatening the living space of the Balik
Displacement ikl Descr1be§ a systematic process of removing indigenous
communities from their living space
Cultural Extinction  Evaluative Highlights the risk of losing cultural identity due to development
Force Out Emotional Emphasizes the experience of losing living space by force
Loss of Access St.ru ctggal Describes the loss of rights to land and resources
Violence
Forcibly Taken Stm Slial Affirms the coercive actions of the state/IKN managers
Violence
Oppressed Stmcmral Depicts t.hfe unequal power relations that oppress indigenous
Violence communities
Eviction St.ru ctural Describes a form of forced displacement by authorities
Violence
Controlled Ideological Indicates state dominance and control
Abandoned Evaluative 1mphes the absence of the state in protecting the rights of
indigenous communities
Impoverished St.ru ctural Describes planned impoverishment due to development
Violence
Engincered Ideological Accusation of manipulation of narratives or policies for the benefit

of the authorities

Based on the table above, it is known that there are 12 word choices, or diction, that describe the marginalization
of indigenous communities by the state or the IKN managers. These word choices are classified based on 4 types
of words: evaluative, ideological, emotional, and structural violence. "Structural violence" is the majority type of
word that describes the marginalization of the Balik tribe's indigenous communities in the news text.
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B. Sentence Structure, Representation of Social Actors, and Modality
Table 2. Active-passive sentence data illustrating marginalization, social actor representation, and modality in
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news texts
Sentence Sentence Social Actor Modality Explanation
Type Representation Type

Pembangunan Ibu  Kota
Negara (IKN) ... bukan hanya Active High Depicting the construction of
soal alih fungsi lahan, sentence Activation modalit IKN as the active perpetrator
melainkan lebih pada soal Y of displacement.
penyingkiran sistematis ...
... this project actually poses a Describing the IKN project as
serious threat to the survivalof ~ Active Activation High the  perpetrator  bringing
the indigenous people of the  sentence modality  threats or a source of danger
Balik Tribe ... to the Balik Tribe.
"The construction of IKN is Personifying development as
like slowly devouring the Active eI High a violent perpetrator or
indigenous people of the Balik  sentence modality  predator that harms the
Tribe." community.
The land was forcibly taken, Passive High Highlighting the victims'
and they were pressured by the sentence Passive voice modality experiences, the perpetrators
IKN management... are explicitly shown.

Focusing on the victims and
"... after being impoverished, Passive High obscuring the impoverishing
we were told to compete with Passive voice . perpetrators, making the
those who have everything." sentence miodaliy actions appear as a systemic

structural process.

Presenting indigenous

"... we believe that the Aefive Hich communities  as  active
construction of IKN will not Activation &l subjects with the agency to
sentence modality

bring a better life for us."

assess  the
development.

impact  of

Based on the table above, it is known that there are active and passive sentences in the news. Active sentences
tend to position the construction of IKN as the dominant agent directly acting upon the community. This sentence
indirectly positions the state or the managers of IKN as the perpetrators of the marginalization of indigenous
communities. Meanwhile, passive sentences are used to narrate an event, thus highlighting the community's
position as victims of the IKN development. This also demonstrates the representation of social actors through
the use of active-passive sentences. Active sentences show the position of the actor, while passive sentences show
the position of the victim. As for modality in the news text, it indicates a high level of modality.

C. Intertekstuality

Table 3. Intertextuality data illustrating media bias

Type of
Sentence Source Text Intertextual
Relationship
"The construction of IKN is like slowly preying on the Statemgnt . by  Rukka Affirmative
indigenous people of the Balik tribe." Sombolinggi, Secretary Intertextuality
) General of AMAN
"Their promises are just a facad§ to take over our land. Stated Dahlia, a Balik tribe Affirmative
They said they would rebuild business premises for those indi Intertextualit
of us affected, but that was just a trick. We still refuse" fndigenous woman. ntertextuality
"Our young people find it difficult to find jobs because the
requirement is to have a bachelor's degree. Meanwhile, Stated Dahlia, a Balik tribe Affirmative
our education and economy have been limited since long indigenous woman. Intertextuality
ago."
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Based on the table above, it is known that in news texts, intertextuality tends to provide affirmation, indicating
support for indigenous communities. News texts tend to portray the position of indigenous communities as the
dominant voice, reflecting social reality.

Discussion
A. Text Dimensions

The news text reveals linguistic patterns that consistently point to a portrayal of indigenous
communities as a group marginalized by development. The language used tends to affirm the position of the Balik
Tribe as a party experiencing structural pressure and also as an actor with a voice of resistance. The linguistic
structure in the news text serves as a political tool to divert attention from the rhetoric of progress to the impact
of social exclusion experienced by indigenous communities. Here is a detailed breakdown of the linguistic
structures shown in tables 1 and 2 previously.

1. Word choice/diction

The findings in Table 1 indicate that word choice in the text is used to frame the emergency conditions.
The four-word classifications in Table 1, consisting of structural, evaluative, ideological, and emotional violence,
have confirmed the Balik Tribe's position as victims of marginalization. The use of word choices related to
structural violence, such as "forcibly taken," "oppressed," "eviction," and "impoverished," is an attempt to
dismantle the results of planned coercive actions by authorities or rulers. The specific use of the word
"impoverished" in the news text directly indicates that the impact of development policies has impoverished
indigenous communities who heavily rely on natural conditions or the land of their ancestral territories for
survival. The diction explicitly counters the government's bureaucratic euphemisms, which always use positive
words like "relocation" or "rearrangement” in an attempt to cover up the suffering of the people.

The use of evaluative words such as "real threat," "cultural extinction," and "abandoned" indicates that
the IKN project is a form of government-backed danger. The label "real threat" in the title also suggests a narrative
of resistance to challenge the government's statements about "economic opportunities.” Social reality from the
perspective of the Balik Tribe shows that IKN is an existential danger that cannot be negotiated. Meanwhile, the
classification of ideological words such as "removal," "dominated," and "engineered" indicates an unequal power
struggle. This diction reveals that IKN is a systematic dominance agenda aimed at eliminating the existence of
indigenous communities from their living space for the benefit of the rulers. Similarly, emotional words like
"displaced" are used to evoke the reader's empathy for the traumatic experience of the Balik Tribe regarding their
ancestral lands, which were forcibly taken by the rulers.

The use of negatively connoted words in Table 1 serves as a form of ethical affirmation against the
situation that has been hidden by the mainstream media. In the context of the relationship between the state and
indigenous communities, the use of harsh language becomes the only way to raise public awareness of the
structural injustices experienced by indigenous peoples. Therefore, the use of words in the AMAN news text is
not only a rhetorical tactic but also a political tactic to restore the position of the indigenous people of the Balik
Tribe as a disadvantaged subject with the right to determine their own destiny.

2. Sentence Structure

The sentence structure in Table 2 indicates a power relationship between the state and indigenous
communities. Passive and active sentence patterns in the IKN development discourse are used strategically to
highlight victims and perpetrators. This also shows how power works. Passive sentences are the most widely used
form to describe the suffering experienced by indigenous communities and to highlight the structural nature of
injustice. The news text implicitly challenges the moral legitimacy of the state as the actor causing the damage,
placing indigenous communities as the suffering objects.

Passive sentences regarding the discourse on the development of IKN and its relationship with
indigenous communities are used strategically to obscure the position of the actors involved (the state or the
managers of IKN), so that attention is directed toward the conditions of the victims. This is evident in the sentence
excerpts: "The land was forcibly taken, and they were pressured by the IKN management..." and "...after being
impoverished, we were told to compete...." The sentence indicates that the position of the subject performing the
dispossession and impoverishment is not explicitly mentioned at the beginning of the sentence. The news text
hides the perpetrators, allowing readers to see the direct impact of the cruelty experienced by indigenous
communities without being distracted by the individuals or groups responsible. This textual strategy asserts that
the suffering of the Balik people is a systemic condition resulting from the instability of the power structure. The
absence of a subject in that sentence structure creates the impression that state power operates like an "invisible
hand," structurally marginalizing indigenous communities from all directions.
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Unlike passive sentences, which conceal the actor's position, active sentences are used to expose events
as aggressive and destructive actions. The sentence "The construction of IKN is like slowly preying on the Balik
indigenous community" and the narrative that "...this project actually poses a serious threat..." clearly indicate the
form of action. The media personifies IKN as a living and dangerous predator, not as a symbol of progress. The
use of the active verb "prey" with a violent connotation is used as the active cause of the Balik Tribe's habitat
extinction. This discourse strategy transformed the government's narrative, which always portrayed development
as a good thing, into a narrative of environmental evil that actively harms human life.

3. Representation of Social Actors

The representation of social actors in the news text constructs a clear polarization between the state/IKN
as the marginalizing subject and indigenous communities as the marginalized object. The media portrays the Balik
Tribe as a political entity, an "Indigenous Community," rather than simply "residents." The label affirms that
indigenous peoples are not just ordinary citizens who can be transferred but also have historical and constitutional
rights that are being violated. The use of the pronoun "we" enhances collective solidarity in positioning the Balik
Tribe as a united protagonist in suffering. Additionally, mentioning the name "Dahlia," which is one of the
indigenous communities, serves as an individualization strategy. This humanizes the victims by putting a face and
emotions on the eviction statistics, allowing readers to empathize with the real human figures whose lives have
been destroyed.

Unlike marginalized groups, the marginalized party (the state) is represented in an impersonal and distant
manner. The party seizing the land is referred to using institutional terms such as "the IKN management" or the
pronoun "they." Through this strategy, the state is depicted as a cold, faceless, and unempathetic bureaucratic
machine. The news text constructs this marginalization as an inherent evil of the power system itself, without
naming specific officials. However, if we delve deeper, this can certainly lead to the names of officials who have
made significant contributions to the development of IKN. By using this representation of resistance, the news
text asserts that the Balik Tribe has rights to their living space, while the state is portrayed as an "outsider" or
newcomer imposing its will.

4. Modality

The modality in the news text indicates a high degree of certainty (high modality) as a strategy to dispel
public doubts about the negative impacts of IKN. The news text does not use possibility modality (such as "maybe"
or "it seems"), but rather employs firm certainty modality. This is indicated by the phrase "real threat" in the title
and the statement "this project actually poses a serious threat." The use of the terms "real" and "actually" serves
as an epistemological truth claim that challenges the government's speculative discussions about the long-term
prospects of IKN. This modality asserts that for the Balik Tribe, destruction is not a future prediction but a reality
that is currently unfolding.

The sentence "We believe that the development of IKN will not bring a better life for us" indicates a
modality of belief known as expressive modality. The word "believe" becomes a form of affirming ideological
conviction rather than subjective doubt. This modality directly contradicts the welfare promises offered by the
state. By expressing absolute distrust in the development narrative ("will not bring"), the news text closes the
space for negotiation regarding the government's rhetoric. This modality strategy shows that the news text believes
in the local knowledge of indigenous communities as absolute truth compared to the state's technocratic promises,
which are considered manipulative.

5. Evaluation/Assessment

The moral delegitimization of the IKN project is the focus of evaluation in the news text. The news text
provides a strong negative assessment to expose the hidden motives behind the development. One of the most
obvious responses to the ruler's arrogance is the sharp statement, "Their promises are just a disguise to take over
our land." The entire story of "Smart Forest City" or "Economic Equalization" is considered a public lie intended
to cover up the desires of capitalist accumulation. The perspective on the Nusantara Capital City (IKN) was
changed from a "national strategic project” to a "moral crime" and structural fraud in the assessment of the news
text. Additionally, the terms "access inequality" and the "predator-prey" narrative indicate that negative
evaluations also focus on the social impact of development.

The news text states that IKN is not progress but dehumanization. The sentence "After being
impoverished, we were told to compete with those who have everything" indicates an unfair meritocratic system.
On this side, the news text evaluates the state's policies as oppressive and unethical actions. Overall, this evaluation
aspect aims to change the perception of IKN from a representation of a new civilization into a symbol of greed
that preys on its own people. Thus, overall, the linguistic data in the text dimension shows that the news text is
negative (against) the construction of IKN and positive (in favor of) indigenous communities.
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B. Dimensions of Discursive Practice

The news text that is the source of this research does not originate from the routine of the commercial
media industry or a vacuum but rather is the result of advocacy journalism that consciously supports marginalized
groups. This is the main difference that sets AMAN apart from other media, namely anti-government media that
fights for the rights of indigenous communities or societies. Specific institutional agendas drive the process of
news text production. The aim is to challenge the dominance of the national discourse, which has long
monopolized the interpretation of truth regarding the Nusantara Capital City project. The media outlet aims to
break through the mainstream media barrier to provide a wide platform for the often-overlooked local narratives
of the Balik Tribe in national discussions, utilizing a self-distribution mechanism. Therefore, discursive practices
are used as a cultural strategy to create a strong counter-discourse amidst the government's onslaught of
technocratic narratives.

1. Text Production: Intertextuality Strategies
The news text production process was carried out by Simon Waelan as the writer under the auspices of

AMAN, a social movement organization. This production process is driven by the ideology of siding with

indigenous communities. This differs from mainstream media, which relies on the doctrine of "objectivity," or

presenting both sides. The author in the news text stands as part of the resistance movement, not as a neutral
observer. Technically, a strong manifest intertextuality strategy was used to produce the news text. The author
presents comments from other texts or discourses in the news to build their argument:

a. Affirmative Intertextuality: The author explicitly quotes statements from local residents (Dahlia). The truth
(claim of truth) is based on Dahlia's quote regarding "inequality of access" and "impoverishment." The voices
of indigenous communities, which are usually marginalized by the national media, are placed at the center of
the narrative during the production process to legitimize the actual news.

b. Negative Intertextuality (Counter-Discourse): The author implicitly conveys a narrative about government
development, such as promises of welfare and smart cities, only to then reject or negate it. Every claim of
national progress is refuted by the on-the-ground facts regarding the eviction of the Balik Tribe, so the text
production is designed as a narrative of resistance.

2. Text Distribution: Alternative Channels vs. Mainstream Media

News distribution is done through the official AMAN website (aman.or.id), an alternative media
channel not bound by corporate media rules. Critical news is often censored or smoothed over in Indonesia's
oligarchical media environment because many media owners have political affiliations with political rulers or
business interests in the IKN project. AMAN can bypass the censorship chain by distributing through its own
organizational portal. The purpose of disseminating news texts is to reach specific solidarity networks such as
environmental activists, academics, and fellow indigenous community members, not just to pursue profit from
commercial advertising. This distribution creates an alternative public space that allows for open and radical
discussion of "taboo" or "anti-development" issues in national media without state intervention.

3. Text Consumption: Mobilizing Solidarity and Resistance

News consumption employs a monolithic framing strategy that limits readers' interpretive space. The
reader is informed of the subject's position by the author, which means they must empathize with the suffering of
the Balik Tribe to understand the text's content. Through the use of emotive word choices and the suppression of
positive government narratives, the text directs the reader's cognition to view IKN solely as an existential threat.
The process of text consumption is not designed to build dialectical debate but rather to foster collective
understanding or ideological solidarity against state hegemony. Therefore, the final interpretation constructed by
the text is a rejection of the IKN project, which is considered to violate human rights, serving as moral justification.

C. Socio-cultural Practice Dimension

Analyzing the socio-cultural dimension places the news text within a broader social context, namely
the worsening structural agrarian conflict resulting from the plan to develop the Nusantara Capital City. The fact
that there is a threat to the Balik Tribe is not an isolated incident but rather evidence of a strong conflict between
the state's efforts to achieve infrastructure goals and the local community's right to livelihood. The text emerged
as an emergency response to the accelerated development of IKN without public participation and was carried out
top-down. This crisis situation was exacerbated by the fact that there was no official recognition of the customary
territories located in the IKN area, making the Balik Tribe highly vulnerable to forced eviction. This condition of
legal uncertainty is what fuels the discourse of resistance through news as an effort to preserve indigenous
communities.

Simon Welan positions himself not as a neutral writer, but as a writer affiliated with AMAN, acting as
an intellectual actor aware of his bias toward the victims. Its position as part of a social movement organization
certainly encourages ideological motives in news writing as an attempt at discursive intervention. Simon is trying
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to break the silence of the mainstream media and give legitimacy to the suffering of the indigenous Balik people.
Therefore, Simon's discourse must be understood as a survival strategy amidst the onslaught of state policies that
prioritize foreign investment over protecting its own citizens. Thus, the news text serves as a political manifesto
created by Simon to challenge the moral legitimacy of development based on the suffering of the people.

Institutionally, the discourse in the news discusses the practice of structural violence legitimized
through state legal instruments, particularly the use of the terms "State Land" or "Assets Under Control (ADP)."
The government used that label to take over areas that were historically communal lands. By emphasizing the
indigenous and historical rights of the Balik Tribe prior to the Republic, the news text indirectly challenges the
dominance of positive law. This discourse battle highlights the difference in power dynamics, with the state
possessing the strength and laws to impose its will, while Indigenous communities only have collective memory
and solidarity as their last line of defense. Therefore, the news became a point of contention between the coercive
state law and the customary law, which is sociological and ecological in nature.

On a social and ideological level, the news text functions as a counter-hegemony against the
developmentalist ideology adopted by the government. "Smart Forest City" is being built by the state as the
primary representation of contemporary civilization and economic progress. Conversely, the news text
deconstructs the myth of progress by highlighting the negative aspects of development, such as impoverishment
and environmental damage. Simon offers a contrasting ideology that prioritizes prosperity through a balance of
living space and food sovereignty over luxury buildings. Through this reporting, the practice of social
marginalization, usually hidden behind the term "Advanced Indonesia," was exposed and positioned as a crime
against humanity in the public eye. This analysis shows that the dispute in IKN is not just a land issue but a conflict
between two main paradigms: the desire to expand state wealth and the sustainability of indigenous communities'
livelihoods.

Conclusion

Based on the results of Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis of the news article titled "IKN
Development: A Real Threat to the Survival of the Balik Indigenous Community," three main conclusions were
reached, which simultaneously answer the research questions. First, on the textual dimension, linguistic aspects
construct the representation of the Balik Tribe as victims of structural violence rather than as obstacles to
development. This is constructed through specific language techniques, such as the use of confrontational diction
like "seize" and "prey upon," as well as passive sentence structures that depict indigenous communities as the
victims of state policies. Conversely, the IKN project is personified as an aggressive predator using active sentence
structures. Linguistically, the news text firmly delegitimizes the state's moral claims regarding the IKN project
and affirms the Balik Tribe's desire to have a threatened habitat.

Second, in the dimension of discursive practice, news production serves as a tactic of symbolic
resistance. AMAN, as a product of advocacy journalism, uses intertextuality strategies to give a dominant voice
to local communities that have been marginalized, while negating the technocratic narratives created by the
government. AMAN cuts through mainstream media censorship through alternative media distribution
mechanisms. At the level of consumption, the news text limits the reader's space for interpretation to build
ideological solidarity and moral outrage against the injustice that is occurring.

Thirdly, in the socio-cultural practice dimension, the discourse in the news shows counter-hegemony
against developmentalism or the development ideology adopted by the state. This finding reveals the agrarian
conflict in IKN that has been hidden by the terms "Smart Forest City" or "Smart Forest City." Contextually, the
news text links the suffering of the Balik Tribe to a larger issue: the unequal power dynamic between coercive
state law and the indigenous community's ancestral rights. Therefore, the news text has a purpose beyond simply
providing information; it also uses it as a political tool to resist state dominance and demand environmental justice
amidst the mega-project plans for the Nusantara Capital City.
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