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ABSTRACT

This literature review examines persistent challenges in reading comprehension among Filipino learners and
evaluates differentiated instruction (DI) as a pedagogical response. National and international assessments, including
PISA and Phil-IRI, consistently highlight low literacy performance among elementary pupils. Research attributes
these difficulties to limited vocabulary, poor fluency, and socio-economic disadvantages. Differentiated instruction,
grounded in Vygotsky s sociocultural theory, has been shown to improve engagement and comprehension by tailoring
content, process, and product to diverse learner needs. Local and international studies confirm DI effectiveness,
though evidence in rural Philippine schools remains scarce. Socio-demographic variables such as age, sex, parental
education, and access to resources further shape reading outcomes. This review synthesizes these findings,
emphasizing the need for context-sensitive interventions. It concludes that DI can serve as a viable strategy to enhance
reading comprehension in mixed-ability classrooms, with implications for curriculum design, teacher training, and
literacy policy.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading comprehension is a cornerstone of academic achievement, yet it remains one of the most persistent
challenges in Philippine education. The 2018 Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) ranked the
Philippines last in reading among 79 countries, while Phil-IRI results consistently place many pupils at the frustration
level (Barlis & Alieto, 2020). These findings underscore a literacy crisis that threatens both individual learning
trajectories and national development.

Scholars attribute these difficulties to limited vocabulary, poor fluency, and socio-economic disadvantages
(Alieto & Corpuz, 2021; Rara et al., 2022). Traditional, uniform teaching methods often fail to address diverse learner
needs in mixed-ability classrooms. Differentiated instruction (DI), rooted in Tomlinson’s framework and aligned with
Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, offers a promising solution by tailoring content, process, and product to pupils’
readiness, interests, and learning profiles.

Despite promising evidence, localized studies in rural Philippine schools remain scarce. This review therefore
seeks to establish a theoretical foundation for examining DI’s impact on reading comprehension among Grade 4 pupils
at Davisol Elementary School.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
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This literature review aims to:
1. Determine the factors affecting reading comprehension among Filipino learners.

2. Assess the role of socio-demographic variables (age, sex, parental education, income, access to resources) in
shaping reading outcomes.

3. Examine the effectiveness of differentiated instruction in improving reading comprehension.

4. Explore the contextual applicability of DI in rural Philippine schools, particularly in Surigao del Sur.

FRAMEWORK

The conceptual framework posits that reading comprehension (dependent variable) is influenced by multiple
factors: vocabulary, fluency, socio-economic status, and access to resources. Differentiated instruction (independent
variable) is hypothesized to improve comprehension by tailoring pedagogy to learner diversity. Socio-demographic
variables act as moderating factors, shaping the extent to which DI can mitigate literacy challenges.

Differentiated Instruction — Reading Comprehension

Socio-demographic Variables

(Age, se, parental education, ' Reading Comprehension

income, access to resources)

Figure 1. Conceptual Model

METHODOLOGY

A systematic literature review (SLR) guided by PRISMA principles was employed. Studies were sourced
from Scopus, ERIC, Web of Science, PubMed, and Google Scholar using keywords such as “reading comprehension,”
“Phil-IRI,” “differentiated instruction,” and “mixed-ability classrooms.” Inclusion criteria focused on peer-reviewed
works published between 2015-2025 addressing reading comprehension or DI in elementary contexts. Thirty-seven
studies were included, with data extracted on intervention characteristics, participant demographics, and outcomes.
Narrative synthesis and thematic analysis were used to identify recurring patterns and gaps.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Theme 1: Reading Comprehension Challenges in the Philippines

Phil-IRI and PISA results highlight systemic literacy difficulties, with many pupils at frustration level.
Contributing factors include limited vocabulary, weak fluency, and socio-economic disadvantages (Barlis & Alieto,
2020; Alieto & Corpuz, 2021).
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Theme 2: Differentiated Instruction as a Pedagogical Response

DI, aligned with Vygotsky’s ZPD, scaffolds tasks to match learner readiness. Studies confirm DI’s
effectiveness in improving engagement and comprehension (Magableh & Abdullah, 2021; Aranda & Zamora, 2022;
Lumando et al., 2023).

Theme 3: Socio-Demographic Variables Affecting Reading Outcomes

Age, sex, parental education, and income significantly influence literacy. Girls often outperform boys, while
higher parental education correlates with richer home literacy environments (Rara et al., 2022).

Theme 4: Research Gaps in Rural Philippine Schools

Evidence of DI’s effectiveness in rural, resource-constrained contexts remains limited. Localized studies are
needed to validate DI’s applicability in schools like Davisol Elementary.

CONCLUSION

This review establishes that differentiated instruction, grounded in sociocultural theory, offers a viable
strategy to address persistent literacy challenges in the Philippines. DI fosters engagement, motivation, and
comprehension, though localized evidence remains scarce. Context-sensitive investigations are essential to ensure
DI’s effectiveness in rural schools.

ETHICAL STATEMENT

Any future research should adhere to ethical standards, including informed consent, confidentiality, and
voluntary participation. Findings must be reported honestly and used solely for educational improvement.

TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH

Findings can inform curriculum reform, teacher training, and literacy policy. Integrating DI into reading
programs can help manage mixed-ability classrooms. Professional development should equip teachers with DI
strategies, while policymakers must provide resources and prioritize equity. Localized studies will ensure interventions
are context-sensitive and sustainable.
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