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Abstract 

Street vendors are an integral part of urban economies around the world, offering easy access to a wide range 

of affordable goods and services in public spaces. They sell everything from fresh vegetables to prepared 

foods, from building materials to garments and crafts, and from consumer electronics to auto repairs to haircuts. 

(Reference:-Street Vendors and Market Traders | WIEGO) Role of the informal economy “An informal 

economy is the part of any economy that is neither taxed nor monitored by any form of government. Although 

the informal sector makes up a significant portion of the economies in developing countries, it is sometimes 

stigmatized as troublesome and unmanageable”. (Reference:-informal economy).  

Through this platform and the experience to work for street vendors in the Indian capital city of Delhi and the 

state of Haryana. First purpose to understanding of street vendor livelihoods in the city with particular focus on 

challenges to livelihood security, where vendors face persistent challenges including forced removals, 

exploitation and extortion. The second purpose to understand the ways in which vendors are able to organize in 

order to face these challenges collectively.  

It is proposed that more attention should be given to street vendor in the informal sector and that those in such 

occupations should be recognized and protected by national level and state laws as workers rights. 
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Introduction: Street vendors are individuals from the most marginalized, poor and vulnerable sectors of the 

urban informal sector.  

Whereas street vending is seen as a thriving business, given its ability to adapt to the changing demands of 

urban society. There is a category of self-employed persons which is yet to get legal legitimacy. Several reasons 

are responsible for this condition of street vendors. However it can be argued that financial inclusion and 

inclusive growth together are self-employed. Street vendors provide an important link between the producer and 

the consumer. Most of the LIG & MIG category People fulfills their basic needs through street vendors, because 

here goods are available to them at cheap prices. Research conducted on seven cities by the National Street 

Vendor Organization, India (NASVI) shows that low-income people spend a major part of their income on 

buying goods from street vendors because the prices of their goods are affordable. If there are no street vendors 

in the cities, the plight of the urban poor will get worse. In this way a section of the urban poor who is working 

as street vendor indirectly helps the other poor section in their livelihood. As per the National Street Vendor 

Policy, 2.5% of the urban population is involved in street vending and hawking, which means it provides a 

means of livelihood to nearly crores of urban poor. The National Street Vendor Policy, 2004 defines street 

vendors as “a street vendor is broadly defined as a person who provides goods to people without a permanently 

built structure” There are mainly three types of street vendors in India. First are stationary vendors, which we 

define as permanent street vendors, who have proper location and space to work. 

Secondly, are the mobile vendors, who have sold their goods and delivering food from one place to another 

place in city? We all have must see that vegetables or fruits vendors are providing their goods directly to our 

road & street. 

Reference:-Street Vendors (drishtiias.com) 

Providing vending zone in the city is the only solution to create facility and safety to the users and street 

vendors. Therefore, main aim of this research is that we want to provide guidance and awareness to street 

vendors about their rights. Through the street vending act of Vending Zones in the city with integration of 

hygiene, safety and adequate facilities for better livelihoods opportunities to the Street vendors as well as ensure 

about absence of congestion, disturbance and maintenance in public spaces facilities.  

https://www.wiego.org/street-vendors-and-market-traders
https://www.google.com/search?q=informal+economy&sxsrf=ALiCzsZaiC4VU3xmREBJvLGXo3V4TQ8WGQ%3A1665824166402&ei=pnVKY-SRGJT_z7sPwrO6-AY&oq=informal+econ&gs_lcp=&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/street-vendors-3
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“STOP BARGAINING WITH POOR STREET VENDORS” 

 

Street vendors in Indian environment: 

The number of street vendors in Indian cities has grown rapidly over the years. According to the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, there are about 10 million street vendors in India; including Mainly 

Mumbai has 250,000, Delhi 450,000, Kolkata over 150,000 and Ahmedabad100, 000. Most of them are 

migrants or poor laborers, who work an average of 10-12 hours a day, and still live below the poverty line. 

According to the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation Street vendors in India contribute more 

than 50% of the country's savings and 63% of GDP comes from street vendors. 

The first 'Street Vendor Policy' was introduced in 2004, which was later revised as the 'National Policy for 

Urban Street Vendors, 2009'. Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation in 2009 The Model Street 

Vendor (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Bill, 2009 was circulated among all the 

states and union territories to make laws in this regard, although there was no legal binding, due to which some 

state governments have adopted this bill.  

No effective steps were taken in this regard. Finally in 2010, the Supreme Court recognized street vending as a 

source of livelihood and directed the ministry to work on making a central law for street vending. After which a 

draft bill was prepared on 11 November 2011. Presented to the public. The main point of the bill is to protect 

street vendors from police and administrative authorities, as well as demarcate "vending zones" on the 

basis of "traditional natural markets" and fair representation of vendors and women in decision-making 

bodies, and effective Grievance Redressal and Dispute Resolution Mechanism was to be established. This 

Street Vending Bill was prepared with the help of the National Advisory Council and approved by the Union 

Cabinet on August 17, 2012. It was introduced by the Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation in the 

Lok Sabha on September 6, 2012 after the approval of the Cabinet. The bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on 6 

September 2013 and by the Rajya Sabha on 19 February 2014. Whereas this act came into force in the whole 

country from 1 May 2014. 

o There is a substantial increase in the number of street vendors in the major cities around the world, 

especially in the developing countries of Asia, Latin America and Africa. 

o Around 49.48 lakh street vendors have been identified in India. 

 Uttar Pradesh has the maximum at 8.49 lakh, followed by Madhya Pradesh at 7.04 lakh. 

 Delhi has only 72,457 street vendors. 

 No street vendor has been identified in Sikkim. 

Street Vendors 

“A street vendor is broadly defined as a person who offers goods for sale to the public at large without having a 

permanent built up structure from which to sell” 

Street vendors may be stationary in the sense that they occupy space on the pavements or other public/private 

spaces or, they may be mobile in the sense that move from place to place by carrying their wares on push carts 

or in baskets on their heads.  

In this research, the term street vendor includes stationary as well as mobile vendors. The terms ‘street 

vendor’ and ‘hawker’ have the same meaning and they are often interchanged. There is substantial increase in 

the number of street vendors in the major cities around the world, especially in the developing countries. 

There are two main causes for the growth of street vending in these countries. Firstly, lack of gainful 

employment coupled with poverty in rural areas has pushed people out of their villages in search of a 

better existence in the cities. These migrants do not possess the skills or the education to enable them to find 

better paid, secure employment in the formal sector and they have to settle for work in the informal sector. 

Secondly, there is another section of the population in these countries who are forced to join the informal 

sector. These are workers who were employed in the formal sector. Both causes are directly related to 

globalization 
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Reference : -NASVI Report- Survey of Street Vendors Report.pdf (nasvinet.org) 

Background and Research justification:  

While looking at the sex ratio of street vendors in Dehradun, we find that majority are males. Females constitute 

around only 3 percent in Dehradun. 

SVANidhi Scheme was launched to benefit over 50 lakh street vendors who had been vending in urban areas 

including those from surrounding peri-urban/rural areas. It also aims to promote digital transactions through 

cash-back incentives up to an amount of Rs. 1,200 per annum.  

National Association of Street Vendors of India (NASVI) is an organization working for the protection of the 

livelihood rights of thousands of street vendors across the country.  

The main objective was to bring together the street vendor organizations in India so as to collectively struggle 

for macro-level changes.  

Street Vendors (drishtiias.com) 

Problem Justification:  

Dehradun is the capital of the Indian state of Uttarakhand, near the Himalayan foot hills. Dehradun city is 

located in north side of India, and it is around 230 km distance from the national capital, Delhi.  

As per the survey from NASVI, & that survey was done under by the leading of author of this research. There 

are total 2758 street vendor found in Dehradun, in which 1472 vendors have local residence and 1286 have 

vendors have outsiders. There is more vendors are the mobile vendors which is approx. 80 percent. 

PREPARATION OF VENDING PLAN  

The first and foremost task is to identify the street vendors in Dehradun. As stated in the RFP document, the 

vendor has to be divided into three categories:  

1. Stationary 2. Peripatetic 3. Mobile.  

Based on the vending scenario in Dehradun, roads have been classified into No vending, restricted vending and 

free vending. In No vending roads, street vending is not allowed at any time and may be relaxed a day or two on 

the occasion of religious festivals. In Restricted vending roads, vending activity is permitted in the non-peak 

traffic hours and vending is not allowed in the peak traffic hours of morning and evening which are generally 

from 8.00 -11 AM and 5 -8 PM. 

 

There are total 60 wards under the Dehradun Municipal Corporation and from that only 14 wards covered with 

the vending zone which is selected by municipal Corporation on 2014 survey and from that vending zones only 

some zones are fully settled up with work but lacking with some facilities like (water, electricity, drainage etc), 

and other zones are not working. And these vending zones have separate timing and shifting. 

 Firstly, lack of gainful employment coupled with poverty in rural areas has pushed people out of their 

villages in search of a better existence in the cities. 

 Secondly, there is another section of the population in these countries who are forced to join the informal 

sector. 

Challenges Street Vendors: 

 Lack of Space: 

https://nasvinet.org/research-document/Street%20Vending%20in%20Ten%20Cities%20in%20India.pdf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pm-svanidhi-micro-credit-scheme-for-street-vendors
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/rise-in-digital-transactions
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/street-vendors-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/paper-on-india-s-poverty-world-bank
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 Exploitation and extortion. 

 Frequent Eviction: 

 Extortion Racket: 

Street Vendors (drishtiias.com) 

Methodology 

Preparation of street vending plan is fixed up to the municipal limits area. The information of all the street 

vendors under the municipality area will be collected through survey. On the basis of the information the street 

vending plan will be prepared.  

In order to make the street vending plan successful, meeting will be organized at each stage to discuss with all 

the representatives on a participatory basis.  

The research was based on a qualitative approach. This is because the research was exploratory in nature and 

aimed to provide new sources on the lives and businesses in DEHRADUN with a view to creating more 

appropriate policy to improve the social and economic development of the community.  

Survey of Street Vendors with photographs  

Mark the location of the vendor  

Classification of Roads (Major road, Minor Road 

Presentation before TVC and taking inputs from them  

Physical verification of areas with Police officials, Municipal Staff and MDDA representatives like Transport 

Planner.  

Analysis of survey with SWOT (Strength, Weakness, Opportunities, Threat)  

Spatial Distribution of Vendors activity  

Road mark as a no vending, vending and restricted vending area  

City Level Mapping  

Proposals to the Municipal Corporation  

Preparation of city street vending plan  

Conclusion:  

The activities of street vendors in India characterize the flow of its urban life. Their contribution to economic 

cannot be taken lightly in the informal sector. So after creating vending zone in Dehradun, we can improve 

quality of life of street vendors and users. 

Vending zone has always built and shaped of city environment. As the quality of built environment, so the 

public’s appreciation for good design and function of vending zone. 

Types of market and the space requirements, is depends on its function within the city retailing hierarchy. Each 

market or street vending area has its own characteristics, but three broad types of market we can identified in 

DEHRADUN. City market - selling specialist Vegetable and Fruit, Neighborhood market - selling specialist 

cloth, Street market - serving passing trade, example: with cooked food, vegetables 
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