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Abstract 

 
Variable potency is found in stem cells. It is possible for cells within the human body to self-renew and develop 

into a wide variety of cell types. Various differentiated cells can be formed from these undifferentiated cells. 

These cells can be distinguishable from the other cells of the body as they possess the unique property that they 

can self-regenerate and divide and transform to form the specialized cells. They are o two kinds: embryonic and 

adult ST cells. Embryonic ST cells initiate the process of human development, whereas adult ST cells replace 

damaged tissues in fully grown individuals. 2007 brought the discovery of induced pluripotent ST cells (iPS 

cells). Similar to embryonic cells, these iPS cells have the potential to create all organ systems. It can be said 

that iPS cells have the benefit of being cultured in vitro to form and are not associated with ethical issues. A 

number of research developments have resulted in recent years since iPS cells have provided a great deal of 

potential to treat various diseases. Hence, these cells are crucial to the future of regenerative medicine. 

Regenerative medicine is the latest, novel, and contemporary field of clinical science. Using specialized cells, 

cells located in damaged tissues or organs and afflicted by chronic disease can be restored to their original 

function. Thanks to the amazing advances in this research field, cell therapy and treatments have been 

developed for diseases that were not cured by traditional medicine. In regenerative medicine, ST cells are the 

frontiers of self-renewal and reconstruction. Study discusses recent developments and progress in regenerative 

medicine for transplantation and for tissue engineering for a variety of ST cells. 
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Review of Literature:  

 

 
With the help of StemcellDB (Database for stem cells), we studied the literature to track down relevant data and 

research ways in which ST cells can benefit regenerative medicine, as this therapy has long been considered a 

promising and advanced field of science. Studying the identification and potential uses of them is the focus of 

this review. The analysis is summed up by obstacles that this therapy must resolve in order to be adopted 

internationally. A broad variety of options makes this leading edge treatment a turning point in medical 

medicine, offering hope for diseases which cannot be treated. ST cell therapy is now a tremendous game 

changer for science after many decades of trials. Each experiment showcases a greater ability to use ST cells, 

but many obstacles remain. Even so, ST cells have a huge impact on regenerative medicine and transplantation. 

Current therapies can treat neurodegenerative disorders that are currently incurable. When the patient's own 

cells are induced pluripotent, the cell can become useful. Tissue banks are becoming extremely prevalent as they 

collect cells which are the source of regenerative medicine in a fight against current and future diseases. 

Developing therapies and regenerative medicine has contributed to an increase in life expectancy of humans. 

 

 
1. Introduction  

 
ST cells in multicellular organisms have the ability to self-renew and are potent. This means that they are 

differentiated or partially differentiated cells with this property. They can also produce a greater number of 

them of the same kind.  
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Five to fourteen days after conception, a blastocyst is formed from 50-150 ST cells. They are the basis of 

all human cells, and at the embryonic stage, these cells are pluripotent. Cells differentiate into three layers 

during gastrulation, namely endoderm, mesoderm and ectoderm. It is possible to isolate and store these 

cells, called embryonic ST cells. 

STcells collected from an adult are found at some specific locations which are known as niches. Most of 

these cells are found in the bone marrow and gonads. But these cells are known to have lost the property of 

pluripotency and they are either unipotent or multipotent. One cell type or several types can be 

differentiated from one cell type. The ST cells play an important function by replacing the lost cells with 

the new ones. 3 types of STcells found in adults are 

Haematopoietic: - These replenish blood and immune system STcells  

Basal cells: - These maintain the skin epithelium  

Mesenchymal: - These maintain musculoskeletal cells and fat. This type of cell is very scarce, and it is 

easily outnumbered. 

Nobel prize was awarded to Shinya Yamanaka in the year 2012, for discovering the method of converting 

mature body cells into STcells by modifying expression of only four genes and these are termed as Induced 

Pluripotent STcells (iPSCs). This was a major breakthrough in the field of STcells.  

 

2. Unique Properties of Stem Cells  

 
1. Divided or renewed for extended periods of time, they are capable of dividing and renewing themselves. 

2. They are not specialised.  

3. They can produce function specific cells.  

 

1) They are self-renewable. Using mitosis, they can replicate themselves and reproduce themselves 

accurately. The daughter cell is exact duplicate of them. They both duplicate within a limited number of 

generations, but normal cells can duplicate much more often than them. 

2) Stem Cells are unspecialised. Therefore, they are not assigned a specific job or function. The skin cells, 

for instance, help in protecting and forming the first line of defense within our body, the muscle cells 

contract and help us move, the nerve cells transmit and transduce signals, but the STcells do not have any 

specific functions. Nonetheless they do have the potential to become various other specialised cells in the 

body.  

3) Differentiation and production of specific cells can be achieved by ST cells. They can differentiate into 

an organ cell, or also referred to as a somatic cell. They are responsible for forming every type of cell 

included in our bodies. They can get converted into different other specialised cells through a method 

known as differentiation. Differentiation thus occurs to transform unspecialised cells into specialised cells 

such as those useful in blood formation, nerve function, or heart muscle activity. 

 

 
3.  Types of Stem Cells:  

 

3.1. Embryonic Stem  
It is known that embryonic ST cells are derived from a blastocyst's inner cellular mass. This means they are 

derived from the organism's cells. These cells have the capability to change into any various types of cells 

present in our body. In other words, we can say that they possess a very interesting property known as 

plasticity. It is said that they are pluripotent. 

The two key features are:  

1. They have the unique characteristic of pluripotency. The cells can form a wide range of specialized cells 

because of this ability. 

2. They also possess another unique property that allows for continuous self-renewal while retaining its 

pluripotent properties. 

 

3.1.1. How to get an embryonic stem cell line?  

They are grown in the laboratory by a process called cell culture. A laboratory culture dish, commonly 

called a petri dish, is used to grow them from blastocyst stage embryos. The petri dish is provided with a 

suitable nutrient broth also called culture medium. These are allowed to divide and duplicate under 

favourable conditions. Likewise, when they are given favourable conditions they can self-renew in a petri 

dish. A suitable signalling molecule can also cause differentiation into specialized types of cells. If placed 

in another petri dish, the group of cells will again divide and produce new cells. Many petri dishes can 
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become full with the cells that are present in one petri dish. Through this in vitro manner extensive amount 

of non-differentiated pluripotent cells are made.  

 
3.2. Adult or Somatic Stem Cells  
In addition to repairing or regenerating tissues and organs, these cells can also differentiate into specialized 

cell types. The ability of STcells to self-renew is a property of them. STcells found in adults and children 

are different from these cells. They help in the repair of the body. As a result, cells and tissues are 

replenished and regenerated.  
 
 

Epidermal Stem Cells: Skin cells, for example, are waterproof, rugged and resistant to water. Epithelial 

cells shed themselves constantly. They fall off during every day activities. Almost 40,000 cells are shed per 

hour. An individual's skin cell sheds so often that he or she can grow a new layer of skin only once a 

month. Our skin contains epidermal ST cells, which help us perform this task. The job of these cells is to 

divide continuously to make new cells, that migrates upward as multiple layers of the skin and replace the 

damaged outermost layer that gets damaged and fall off. This shows the regenerative role of them.  

Hematopoietic Stem Cells: Let us take another example for these cells. It is possible for multipotent cells 

to self-renew and can produce multiple specialised cell types belonging to a particular family. About four 

months is the average life span of RBCs in the human body. This means that the blood cells need to be 

constantly replaced. They are found in the bone marrow of humans. In this case, they are multipotent. New 

blood cells are made by them. The RBCs are used in carrying oxygen and the WBC are responsible for 

maintaining the immune system. In the case of cancer, for instance, a patient suffering from leukemia 

experiences uncontrollable cell growth in their bone marrow. Due to this, not enough blood cells are 

produced by the unaffected ST cells. In the treatment of leukemia, the affected cells are removed from the 

body by the help of chemotherapy. This is then followed by a process where more cells are put in the bone 

marrow of the patient. This results in the formation of more amount of blood in the patient’s body again 

that further go on to produce more amount of blood for the patient again. This treatment proves to be the 

most commonly practiced use of these cells till date in the field of medicine.  

Neural Stem Cells: Neurons and their supporting cells such as astrocytes and oligodendrocytes, if 

necessary, are produced by the multi potent neural ST cells present in the body.  

Mesenchymal Stem cells: Cells of the bone, cartilage, and fat tissues are produced by them. These cells 

can be found in various places in the body of the humans. Increasing age results in a decrease in cell 

numbers in the body. As a person grows old, the amount of these cells present in the body are lost or 

degenerated. In a newborn baby, there are thousands of them, but as the baby grows older, he loses 60% of 

them by the age of 18. This means that the eighteen year old will have only 40% cells present in the body. 

This percentage lowers to 25% by the age of 30 years. By the time a person reaches the age of 60 or above, 

only 5% of these cells are present in the body. Along with the decrease in these cells, age also decreases 

the functional potential and functionality. Therefore, in comparison with adult ST cells, newborn ST cells 

have more potent properties and are more likely to divide and differentiate into new cells. It goes without 

saying that an infant's ST cells are far more potent than those of an adult. (MSCs) are grown-up 

undeveloped cells which can be separated from human and creature sources. In humans, metastatic ST 

cells (hMSCs) are non-hematopoietic multipotent undifferentiated cells capable of dividing into 

osteoblasts, adipocytes and chondrocytes, as well as neural cells (neurons). MSCs express cell surface 

markers like bunch of separation (CD)29, CD44, CD73, CD90, CD105 and come up short on the statement 

of CD14, CD34, CD45 and HLA (human leucocyte antigen)- DR. In addition to bone marrow, hMSCs 

were found in fat tissue, amniotic fluid, endometrium, dental tissues, the umbilical cord, and Wharton's 

jam, which harbors MSCs. 

 

1) Osteoarthritis  
Osteoarthritis is a typical, constant, serious degenerative problem of the joints, the space of the 

skeleton where two bones meet up. Over the long run, ligament, the connective tissue that shapes at 

the finishes of the bones, wears out, ligaments and tendons weaken, and irritation increments. At the 

point when this occurs, joints become difficult and hardened. OA can happen in any joint, however is 

generally normal in knees, hips, spine, and hands. Once ligaments are born, they do not regenerate. 

Hence, scientists should figure out how ligament is shaped prenatally. Researchers use factors 

distinguished in early stage joint arrangement to turn pluripotent foundational microorganisms, cells 

that can turn out to be any cell in the body, into ligament. Subsequent to seeing how joints are shaped 

during early stage improvement, researchers can attempt to utilizing cells in the lab to fix harmed 

ligament or by actuating cells in the patient to frame new ligament. Researchers are effectively 

attempting to recognize approaches that can securely and successfully fix harmed joints. iPS cells can 
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be derived from OA patients, which have their exact genetic makeup, which can be used to form 

cartilage that can be used to study OA, allowing researchers to better understand the genetic basis of 

the disease. 

 

 
In embryonic ST cells, there are some key differences compared to adult ST cells 

 

 Embryonic Stem Cells 
 

Adult Stem Cells 

1. Potency In other words, embryonic ST cells are 

pluripotent, which means   they can divide and 

differentiate into every type of cell in the human 

body. 

Multiple specialized cells 

can be produced from adult 

ST cells, but they must 

be of equal origin. 

2. Isolation and 

Cell    culture.  

Embryonic STcells can easily be grown in a 

culture. 

It is difficult to isolate adult ST cells 

from tissues and the culturing of these 

stem cells has not yet effectively been 

worked upon. 

3. Immune 

rejection 

It is more likely that tissues or organs grown 

from embryonic ST cells will be rejected by the 

immune system. 

As adult ST cells originate from their 

own ST cells, the chances of immune 

rejection for derived tissues or organs 

decrease. 

4. Controversial Despite the controversy, the safety of these cells 

could be improved by separating the ST cells 

from the inner cell mass. 

No such damage can be caused to the 

embryo as the cells are isolated from the 

adult. Thus, it is not unethical or 

controversial. 

 

 

 

 
3.3  Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (iPSCs) 

 

Pluripotent STcells are differentiated mature cells which possess specific genes that enable them to lose the 

features they were born with and become pluripotent. The muscle cells, neural cells, bone cells, etc., can be 

generated by them, since they are pluripotent. 

 

Repairing damage to the body through regenerative medicine can be undertaken with STcells taken from the 

patient's own body. A patient who receives his or her cell line of induced pluripotent STcells will be able to 

restore and repair damaged tissue. By using their own cells to make new organs, this not only provides a patient 

with a new organ but also reduces the chances of the body rejecting it. This is possible because the new organs 

are made from their own cells. 

The Nobel Prize was awarded to Dr. Shinya Yamanka in 2012 in recognition of the exploration of stimulated 

pluripotent ST cells (iPSCs). Following successful transfer of mouse skin cells into embryonic ST cells in 2006, 

scientists were able to generate embryonic STcells from mouse skin cells. This cell was designated as induced 

pluripotent ST cell (iPSCs). This was done by a very basic process. When transduced by a retrovirus, four 

transcription factors were able to convert the skin cells of mice back into ST cells, including Oct3/4, Sox2, Klf4 

and c-myc. 

Researchers have also generated iPSCs from human skin cells in 2007.In the starting only the skin cells were 

used to make iPS cells but now, many types of somatic cells can be used to make iPSCs . iPSCs are most often 

made from blood cells today. Using the four transcriptional factors above, it is possible to convert lymphocytes 

in the blood into iPS cells. From these iPSCs, a number of different types of cells can be formed. 
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3.3.1 Advantages and Disadvantages Of iPS cells 

Advantages: 

● In contrast to embryonic STcells, they do not damage the embryo because they are not derived from 

embryos or they do not cause harm to the embryo. 

● iPSCs can directly be acquired by blood sampling. In a blood vial, iPSCs can be produced that can 

form different types of cells. 

● Transplantation of these cells is possible as well. It is collected from patients which have developed 

into differentiated cells. Transforming it into pluripotent tissue is possible when the four transcription 

factors are introduced. Upon transplantation of these, a specific type of organ is formed and then 

transferred into the patient. It is less likely that an immune system will reject the transplanted cell or 

organ this way. 

Disadvantages: 
 

These are the disadvantages: 

● When it comes to working with iPS cells, its safety is the most crucial issue. A patient's iPS cells can 

be created by separating them from the patient's somatic cells and then they can be transformed into 

transplantable cells. The patient may later be affected by mutations resulting from this process. 

Recently, there has been research for extracting the virus after transferring the genes, rather than 

permanently introducing it into the cell. Therefore, mutations are less likely to occur. 

● However, there has not been any clinical practice with iPSCs. Only one clinical trial took place that 

was later on suspended. 

● Although it is not yet effective in medicine, it may be helpful in regenerative medicine in the future. 

 

 

 

 

3.3.2 Applications of iPS cells 

 

● A vast collection of ST cells known as biobanks are made using the induced ST cells at present. These 

cells can be utilized for any kind of transplantation. This is being done throughout the world. 
 

● As well as studying about the unique diseases caused by genetics, they are used to study them. One 

such disease is Progeria, a rare disorder in children that affects one in every twenty million which is 

characterised by premature aging. The patient's body provides the cells. Cells that are taken from 

patients are reprogrammed and in vitro grown since they contain the genetic makeup of the disease. 
This is done in order to study the underlying mechanism of the disease. 

 

● Based on them, regenerative medicine can be practiced. This is designated as ST cell therapy. This 

refers to picking of cells from the patient, inducing it to pluripotent state and then transforming it to the 

cells of the organ that has to be transplanted into the patient. This is then moved into the patient’s body 

by the help of transplantation. 
 

● Moreover, they are crucial to the development of drugs. It is possible to create several kinds of cells by 

transforming ST cells in this way. For instance, a number of liver cells, or muscle cells or heart cells, 

can be produced in the laboratory by the use of iPS cells. This is really useful in the field of drug 

development for many diseases.  
 

IPSCs can be used to treat many incurable diseases, but their full potential is not yet known. With the 

advancement of scientific technologies, these iPSCs hold a very important role in the field of 

regenerative medicine and ST cell therapy. 

 

 
4. Possible uses Of Stem Cells and the problems to be overcome before it is actually used 

 
It is possible to utilize ST cells in clinics and laboratories in various ways. The study of ST cells present in our 

bodies will allow us to explore the numerous abilities these cells have within the body and explore how they 
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may be used to help treat disease and conduct research. In recent years, many studies and discoveries have been 

made on the use of these cells for recovery and treating many diseases. Despite being fully realized, ST cells 

have yet to be used in clinical trials in spite of their many beneficial characteristics. The increasing technologies 

and ongoing research may provide ST cell treatments for many incurable diseases. Cell-based therapies could 

also be used in the near future. 

Early in the embryonic development, human embryonic STcells exist. Human development can be further 

understood by studying ST cells. The study will help to clarify how nontransformed cells differentiate into 

transformed cells that form tissues and organs. The unusual division and transformation of cells can result in 

congenital defects, tumors and cancer. Researchers discovered that IPSCs contain a number of distinct 

transcription factors; however, with the development of new technologies and research, many new techniques 

are needed to introduce these transcription factors and genes into these cells. These factors will thereby be 

controlled and can help control the process. 

 

The STcells can also be helpul in the field of drugs and pharmaceutics. In order to use a drug to treat disease, it 

must be validated as effective and also analyzed to see if there are possible side effects of its usage. Because of 

this, ST cells are playing an increasingly important role in the drug-testing process. STcell lines are being used 

by scientists to study the potential of new drugs. The lines of cancer cells can be used to test drugs that fight 

cancer. iPSCs have been found to be in favor of this hypothesis. There are a variety of cell types and lines that 

can be produced from iPSCs. Therefore, new drugs can be tested on a wider range of cell types. Although there 

is one challenge that the scientists need to overcome. The conditions should be identical for the comparison of 

different drugs. Thus, the scientist needs to cautiously differentiate the cells into the required cell type on which 

the drug has to be tested.  

 

Among the most important applications of STcells are cell therapies. Currently, damaged organs and tissues are 

transplanted using donated organs. Nonetheless, there are much fewer donated organs than those that are 

transplanted. Because they possess the capability to differentiate into various cell types, they can function to 

replace damaged tissues and damaged cells. Burns, spinal cord injuries, stroke, diabetes, macular degeneration, 

arthritis, etc. can all be greatly improved with this kind of therapy. This will reduce the reliance on donated 

organs for transplants, as the transplanted cells will be formed from the recipient's own body, thus resulting in 

almost negligible immune rejection. Researchers have developed a method for making iPS cells from blood that 

could be used to cure blood related diseases such as leukemia, thalasemia, etc. The technique could be used in 

the future to generate a whole organ in-vitro, like a heart, and transplant it into a patient's body. 

To sum up, they hold a great potential and can be used for enormous future treatments and therapies, but before 

that, extensive research is required in order to use this technology for clinical purposes.  

 
5. The future of Stem Cell Biology 

 
As well as treating a wide range of congenital defects and other harmful diseases, ST cells offer tremendous 

potential and opportunity. Regenerative medicine and ST cell therapy utilize STcells as the central component 

of their emerging fields. The STcells have been known to have the potential to develop into any kind of cells 

present in the body. In this manner, they may eventually be used to regenerate damaged organs and tissues, 

allowing humans to live a longer, healthier life. Any damaged organ or tissue can be repaired or replaced with 

ST cell therapy in the future. This branch of biology holds great promise for both transplantation and 

replacement therapies. Patients suffering from a range of injuries and diseases may benefit from them. A 

breakthrough in this came when researchers discovered iPSCs. In the future, iPSCs will be used to develop 

many types of specialised cells, which will serve as an essential tool for regenerative medicine. They also hold 

great scope in the field of drug development. It will be possible in the future for medical and pharmaceutical 

agents to activate ST cells, promote the migration of ST cells to the site of injury, and to stimulate the 

differentiation of STcells into specialised cells. Using STcells in the therapy of diseases such as cancer, tumors, 

muscle damage, autoimmune diseases, myocardial infarction and heart-related problems, spinal cord injuries, 

and other ailments will likely be of great advantage in the future with the development of technologies. Despite 

the fact that they have not been fully exploited, studies show that ST cells can benefit regenerative medicine and 

cell-based therapies for treating and curing conditions. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

Regenerative medicine, in its evolving field, is likely to benefit greatly from STcells. The potential uses must be 

discovered first by overcoming the various barriers that surround them. The potential of these cells in 

regenerative medicine remains largely untapped. Much still needs to be accomplished before their full 
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capabilities can be realized. As a result of preclinical studies on animal models, patients are hopeful about 

STcell therapies coming to pharmacies soon. Research and experiments over so many years have proven that 

they are a revolutionary advance in medicine. The research has shown a lot of promise, but all of the barriers to 

its use must be overcome first. With advancements in research, patients may be able to treat many diseases that 

are currently untreatable. A procedure known as induced pluripotent ST cell therapy uses a patient's own ST 

cells. STcell banks are being used to fight a range of future diseases. As a result, STcells are essential for 

conceiving and improving medical therapies. 
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